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Safe And Secure 
Angela is an Evening Supervisor at Samaritan Inn, putting her in charge of 

safety and security on her shift.  She checks that the entry gate is kept locked.  To 
the right, in the photo, is the doorbell and intercom, above is a security camera.  A 
brief interview and observation is done before unlocking the gate from a remote 
location inside a building.  There is an assurance that unwanted visitors will not 
enter the campus to harass clients.

Danger is removed and worry is relieved.
There is a real need to be safe and feel secure among the homeless, especially 

for women and children.  Often, they are escaping domestic violence and cannot 
protect themselves on the street.  They need safe physical protection from harm 
in a trustworthy environment.  And they need the security of being free from the 
emotional feelings of fear and anxiety.  Danger is removed and worry is relieved.  
That is being safe and secure.
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A Stable Place
Several life changing events, that were out 

of Jessica’s control, caused her to be without a 
home.  Life had been reliable and promising for 
several years.  She was married, a stay-at-home 
wife with two children.  Her husband worked, 
and they were saving to buy their �rst home.  
In the meantime, they rented a nice three 
bedroom house with a yard.  However, divorce 
shattered their hope of becoming 
homeowners.  Jessica became a 
single mother, found a job barely 
making over minimum wage, 
and stayed in the house paying 
the rent on her own.  Generously, 
the understanding landlord did 
not raise her rent for 16 years.  
Then the next variable of renting 
a house happened, the owner 
passed away and their home was 
sold.  Jessica and her two, now 
grown yet dependent, children had to leave 
the place that held so many fond memories.  
She was unprepared for the sudden need to 
move out, because at that point she had quit 
her job to care for one of her children that was 

seriously ill.  Just as her child was recovering, 
they became homeless.  She said it was very 
traumatizing.  They went to a temporary 
shelter but timed out of it without a housing 
plan.  She had signed up for HUD subsidized 
housing, but the wait was longer than that 
shelter would allow her to stay.

The Mission’s Samaritan Inn rescued her.  
She said, “It’s comforting to know 
that I have a stable place with a 
roof over my head and knowing 
I don’t have a time limit to move 
out.  I’m grateful for being here 
and for the friendships I have 
made.  I enjoy chapel, the spiritual 
food, the music is wonderful, and 
the warmth between women 
that have a respect for God.”  As 
long as she is actively pursuing 
housing options, she can stay at 

Samaritan Inn.  Our purpose is to get people 
into permanent housing.  She is employed 
full-time again, taking responsibility for 
herself and her children.  Before long, Jessica 
will have a stable place of her own again.

As long as she is

actively pursuing

housing options,

she can stay at

Samaritan Inn.



items needed
Macaroni & Cheese

Spaghetti, Egg Noodles
Tomato Sauce

Diced Tomatoes
Canned Pork & Beans

Refried Beans
Cold Cereal

Spices, Salt, Mayo
Canned Fruit & Veggies

Pancake Mix
Cornbread Mix
Bottles of Water
Ground Co�ee

White Twin Sheets
Diapers – Newborn, #5, #6

chapel volunteers
Samaritan Inn &

Men’s Shelter
Apply on our website

or in our o�ce.

items accepted
at our dock

806 SE Pine St
Mon to Sat 9am to 6pm

Clothing, Furniture
Household, Kitchen

Sporting Goods
Electronics, Bicycles

Walkers - Wheelchairs

Items need to be in good
condition and working order.

Upholstered furniture and
Mattresses not accepted.

On The Right Path
Ryan had been on the wrong path since he moved out of his 

single-parent, mom’s house, when he was just 15-years-old.  
That undisciplined, couch sur�ng lifestyle only caused more 
trouble than he thought he was leaving.  He missed a lot of 
school and got into drugs.  As and adult, he struggled to hold 
onto a job for very long.  Without a sense of direction, he dabbled 
in a variety of things, until he was caught doing something 
wrong.  He did a short stint in jail, but had not learned his 
lesson yet.  That do-as-he-pleased approach to life continued, 
until a probation violation for still using drugs stopped him.  
Then Ryan spent a longer period incarcerated.  The corrections 
system had caught his attention, provided recovery classes 
while detained and after release, and a probation o�cer to 
monitor his behavior after reentry to the community.  His 
PO told him, “There is nowhere else approved to go but the 
Mission.”  At �rst, he thought, “I wasn’t too thrilled, thinking it 
would be a lot worse than it is.”  Now that he has been at the 
Mission, Ryan said, “It’s given me the structure to get on the 
right path.  I like how you guys keep the drugs and alcohol out, 
so it helps me keep on my recovery.  I am looking at the world 
with di�erent eyes.  I was just 
going with the �ow, but it was 
the wrong �ow.  I was going 
nowhere before.”

“I am looking at
the world with
di�erent eyes.” 

His perspective has changed.  
He values the relationship 
with his mother.  He has a 
full-time, even overtime, job 
with a construction company.  
He said, “By choice, I’ve been 
working six days a week.  It 
helps keep me out of trouble.  
I’m on the waiting list to rent 
a Transitional Housing room 
at the Mission.”  Ryan is on the 
right path now.






