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A Beacon of Hope
for the Homeless

My Easter gift of hope for the hungry & homeless

APRIL 2019

Roseburg Rescue Mission

Yes! I want to help homeless men, women and children overcome hunger, homelessness, 
addiction and abuse. Together we can provide hope for a new life.

I’d like to contribute:  ❑ $25   ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ $250  ❑ $500  ❑ $ 
Please accept my donation by:
❑ Check: PLEASE ENCLOSE

❑ Credit Card: CIRCLE ONE
 

Card Number

Exp.: ____________________

Security Code: ____________

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State __________  Zip _________________

Roseburg Rescue Mission
PO Box 1937 • Roseburg, OR  97470-0438

You will receive a receipt for your tax deductible gift. A return envelope is enclosed.

Thank You!

Kevin’s rent steadily increased, reached the breaking point, and priced him 
and his son out of their apartment.  A new property owner was covering the 
cost of facility improvements.  To avoid any issue with an actual rent increase, 
the landlord charged a separate grounds care fee that quadrupled.  Kevin filed 
a complaint.  However, tenant law has been more about notification of vacating 
property.  Landlords could generally increase rent to match market rates, pay 
for maintenance or improvements, cover tax increases, or just increase profits. 
The landlord had not broken any tenant laws in place at that time.  On 3/1/19 
Oregon passed the nation’s first statewide rent control, limiting increases to 
once per year that cannot exceed 7% plus the change in the consumer price 
index.  Kevin lost the case, his apartment, was left with a bad rental history, was 
homeless, and separated from his son.  Without a good rental history, you are 
homeless or couch surfing.  Availability of rental units had nothing to do with 
his being homeless.

Kevin lost the case, his apartment, was left with a bad 
rental history, was homeless, and separated from his son.

Because of other turmoil in his life, his employment position was an anchor 
of stability and provision.  He kept his $18 per hour job and sent his son, who 
had just graduated from high school, to live with grandparents.  No one at 

Rent Was Raised Too High

Happy Easter
A Celebration Of New Life

We rejoice with a special Easter 
Dinner and gift bags for every 
hungry and homeless person 

present.  We keep this holiday 
to remember the resurrection of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday, just 
as it began to dawn that first 
day of new life.  For many it 

will be their first, and hopefully 
only, Easter being hungry and 
homeless.  Some will hear for 

the first time, or be reminded, of 
that Day that forever changed 

the condition of humanity.  
Some will ask, “What is this 

celebration?” And we will have 
the opportunity to say,

“He Has Risen”
Matthew 28:6

We now have that same hope 
of rising to new life, even as we 
wait for our Savior.  Here is a 

place of meals, clothing, shelter, 
and recovery programs.  Enter 
into a fulfilling life now and a 

glorious one forever.



Rescue 
Douglas County

“I rescued
the poor who
cried for help”

Job 29:12

ACCEPTED AT
OUR DOCK
806 SE Pine St

Mon to Sat 9am to 6pm
Furniture

Household Items
Kitchen Wares

Sporting Goods
Electronics

Clothing
Bicycles

Items need to be in good
condition and working order.

Mattresses not accepted.

DINNER MENU
 Hams Turkeys
 Potatoes Yams
 Stuffing Gravy Mix
 Rolls Pie

Pineapple Glaze
Cranberry Sauce

Mixed Vegetables

GIFT BAGS
 Socks Razors
 Toothbrush Toothpaste
 Deodorant Body Wash

Wrapped Easter Candy

work knew his situation.  He showered at work after everyone left. Neither his 
parents nor his son knew that he slept in his car.  He did not have a good or 
bad concept of a mission; it just never occurred to him. The issue was being 
close to work. He looked for different places to park near his job, so he would 
not be recognized as a vagrant.  He was trying to save money, but still had a 
high storage unit bill, car payment, insurance, and gas money to visit his son.

Kevin’s story really started about five years earlier.  His wife was hospitalized.  
When the doctors told him that his wife was terminal and he had to decide to 
take her off life support, he collapsed, only being caught by his brother-in-law.  
He had his son brought from school to say goodbye to his mother.  His son 
was in therapy for two years after that traumatic event.  Kevin’s relationship 
with his son was closer, but he struggled as a single parent.  Then after 15 
years of renting the same house, they had to leave all those family memories 
behind.  The owner wanted to upgrade the house.  That is when they moved 
into the apartment they were eventually priced out of, sending father and son 
many miles apart.

Rental owners have legitimate cost increases; 
renters live out real consequences to rate hikes;  

missions provide a safety net.

They needed to reunite as a family.  It was time for his son to go to college, 
which brought back all the reasons Kevin never graduated.  Now he was 
determined to be there for his son, even follow him to the college of his choice.  
He let go of the employment safeguard, that had given him the confidence to 
carry on after losing his wife, and stepped out in support of his son.  He was 
already without a home, when he changed jobs to a local mill paying $19 per 
hour.

At the Mission, Kevin received the opposite of what he was dealt before. 
Here instead of losing a rental dispute, he received justice, compassion, living 
quarters, a good occupancy reference, and a place closer to his son.  Unlike 
the uncertainty of living in his car, he had stability, safety, meals, restroom, 
shower, laundry, a warm bed and dayroom.  Rather than isolation, he had 
companionship, a plan, and hope.  He works the graveyard shift and sleeps 
here during the day.  It is important to him that his son sees him doing what 
he has to for family.  Part of his paycheck pays for his son’s school books.  Still, 
he saved money and has already moved out of the Mission.

Here instead of losing a rental dispute, he received justice, 
compassion, living quarters, a good occupancy reference, 

and a place closer to his son.

Yet on the inside, he was wrestling with whether all the bad things 
happening to him were the consequence of some past sin.  Healing from loss, 
rejection, and isolation was needed.  Counseling from a biblical perspective 
was given.  He connected with Robert (our case worker) over a chapel message 
he gave on suffering.  Kevin revealed parts of his life that he had never shared 
with anyone before.  He said, “Its been a humbling, safe, challenging, teaching 
experience.”  It has been uplifting to his already strong faith.


