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Easter Is New Life
Bondage Broken!

Greg has had to live with Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) since childhood. It is characterized by inability to concentrate,
hyperactivity and impulsiveness. Itis a condition, not an excuse. Heis a
graduate of Roseburg High School class of 2010. He started college classes
a few times, but lacked motivation and purpose. Greg bounced between his
father’s house locally and his mother’s house in California. Most of his adult
life has been with his mother and working in her business of rental houses.
He did maintenance work. While in Roseburg, he worked as a janitor and did
various odd jobs.

Self-medication with illegal drugs is not uncommon for individuals
dealing with anxiety issues. Greg searched for some kind of a solution, a
means to cope. He had a bad experience with an illicit drug, even life
threatening. On his twenty first birthday, the minimum legal drinking age,

a friend took him to a bar. Greg lacked self-control. A whole new lifestyle
opened up of unruly living in a household of like-minded roommates.

Graduate of Roseburg High School
homeless at 23 years old
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But he realized, “It was getting too crazy for me.” He escaped back to his
mother’s home, but his new addiction followed. Back in Roseburg again,
the drinking cost him his driver’s license and the ability to stay at his father’s
house. Greg experienced tough love and the realization that he needed a
remedy to break the bondage in his life. More immediate, he needed a place
to live. He said, “My friends were financially dissolved, moved to other cities,
had drug habits, were unemployed and they were living with others.” He
set a new course, “l went to an AA meeting, then went to the Mission. | was
happy | was here, happy Mission was here. It was better than going out and
selling drugs or hanging out with other people that did not have my best
interest at heart. This is the only place to go for a 23-year-old to get his life
on track. | really appreciate that. | stopped drinking and using drugs. After
a month, | started doing the Mission program, but | had court fines and
medical bills to pay. | decided | was ready to get a job. At first it was a slow
process, | applied to quite a few places, but no calls back. Temporary
employment agencies are looking for people with specific skills and a car
to get to work. At the Employment Department, | got a seasonal job at

My Easter gift for the homeless
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(a package delivery company). | applied on their website.”
After that seasonal job, Greg applied to an online posting on
Craig’s List for a“Gas Attendant/Cashier.” He said, “The next
day, | got a call, an interview and two days later was my first
day of work.”

Greg said, “The Mission gave me an opportunity and an
environment that is healthy for me to focus on my life, get
some perspective.” Since July, he has been renting a private
room at the Mission. He continued, “The people here are
really nice. | have made friends; they are good influences. |
am taking meds for ADHD and anxiety. | have a lot better
odds to make something of my life”

Then he added, “This was a spiritual experience too. |
had stopped going to church. |fell off that for a while.

Certain things started coming back to me, images of child-
hood. Before, | just didn't care, think about family. Now, I'm
going back to the church | went to as a child. | enjoy the
music in the Mission chapel, it kept my spirits up, pulled me
away from my daily life to look at eternal things. People

still care about me.” Then Greg quoted, “Forgive them, for
they know not what they do” Luke 23:34 KJV. It's a Scripture
verse that he relates to, because he said, “l didn’t know what
| was doing. | was squandering my life” Now, he knows the
forgiveness that Jesus spoke of while on the cross.

This does not mean that all of Greg’s problems are
solved. It does mean that hope is restored. He can look up
and see a future with real possibilities, out of bondage and in
the freedom brought in the Easter resurrection to new life.

New Faces Of Homelessness

Dear Friends,

If we did not count the forty men in our rental rooms, we would register more homeless women and children
than men. The men in this Transitional Housing Program may not even be considered homeless by some definitions,
because they have income and pay rent. Most missions do not have rental rooms. The total clients in our Transient men'’s
dormitory and men’s New Life Program together are outnumbered by our women and children. This is not just a local

condition; it is the national trend.

Domestic violence is putting an increasing number of women and children at risk. Safety is often more readily
available at the more public setting and accountability of Samaritan Inn, than the security a family member or friend can
provide. They need an environment free of addiction, abuse and neglect.

Children are innocent, not directly being a part of parental decisions or relationships. Yet their self-images,
values and worldviews are immediately affected by their circumstances. It is critical that we stop any generational cycle
of abuse and homelessness, instilling in them a proper, even biblical foundation. For these new faces of homelessness,
bondage can be broken, hope restored, new life begun. Without the Lord, all of our efforts to right the wrongs of this

world are in vain.

Have a Blessed, Happy Easter
Lynn Antis, Executive Director

Dinner at 1 pm
Turkey Ham Potatoes
Stuffing  Yams  Gravy Mix
Salad Rolls Pie
Cranberry Sauce

Coffee
Mixed Vegetables

Gift Bags
Socks Razors
Hygiene Items
Wrapped Easter Candy
Fruit Snack Packs



