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My Christmas Gift for the homeless
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A Beacon of Hope
for the Homeless

     

51 Years
1964-2015

DECEMBER 2015

Thank you for using the enclosed envelope. You
will receive a receipt for your tax deductible gift.

Roseburg Rescue Mission
PO Box 1937 • Roseburg, OR  97470-0438

Yes! I want to help homeless men, women and children in need.
I’d like to contribute: 
❑ $25  
❑ $50  
❑ $100 
❑ $_________

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City ______________________________  State _________  Zip _______________

Please accept my donation by:
❑ Check: PLEASE ENCLOSE

❑ Credit Card: CIRCLE ONE

 Card Number: ____________________________
 Expiration Date: ___________ Security Code: _____ 

Dinner Menu
Items Needed:

 Turkey/Ham  Potatoes

 Stuffing Gravy Mix
 Yams Salad
 Rolls Pie
 Ice Cream Coffee

Cranberry Sauce
Mixed Vegetables

A Christmas Feast
For The Hungry & Homeless

The faces of hunger and homelessness range from the cute look of children to the wearied 
countenance of older adults.  There is concern for an uncertain future.  Yet this is a season of 

joy, no matter our present happiness, because we have a Godly promise.  Heavenly hope came to 
earth with tidings of new life free of all this life’s troubles.  We celebrate Christmas to remember 
the miracle of Christ’s birth, our Savior, born to be among us and lead us to salvation.  And the 
announcement includes taking the dinner invitation, “into the streets and lanes of the city and 
bring in here the poor…, out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come 

in” Luke 14:21, 23.  There is salvation from hunger, homelessness, feeling hopeless, being 
isolated from community, disconnected from the Lord.  The Mission is a “rescue” operation, as 
our name indicates.  Here, we have three meals a day, clothing, shelter beds, a rehabilitation 

program, connection with other social services and the Good News of being restored to 
our Savior, born on Christmas Day.

Have a blessed, Merry Christmas! Lynn Antis, Executive Director



Ideas for Christmas Gifts
• New Hats
• New Socks
• New Gloves
• Deodorant - small
• Body Wash
• Shampoo
• Razors
• Shaving Cream
• Nail Clippers
• Toothbrush
• Toothpaste - small

• Hair Brushes
• Combs
• Candy Canes
• Bibles/Bible Tracts
• New Underwear
• Bus Pass
• Cough Drops
• Telephone Card
• Postage Stamps
• Hand Sanitizer Gel

• Shoe and Haircut Gift 
   Certificates for Moms 
   & Children
• New Dolls
• Child Pajamas
• Slippers
• Strollers
• Diaper Bags
• New Toys
• Fruit Snack Packs

Please do not wrap packages.  Items needed by December 21st.

Ideas for Christmas Gifts

“We have a family verse: 
‘I can do all things 
through Him who 
strengthens me.’ 
Philippians 4:13”

A Fighting Chance
 Recovery seemed to be going well enough for 
Alysha and her husband.  They have two terrific sons, 
Hayden (5) and Hudson (3).  They were a family and 
were renting a house.  She has a full-time job.  Life was 
stabilizing for them, until the day she went home only 
to find her spouse under the influence again.  All that 
she had worked so hard for had just been taken away.  
Suddenly, everything was in jeopardy: her marriage, 
custody of her children, her own recovery, the house, 
maybe her job.  But the worst fear though was 
going back to the physical and verbal domestic 
violence against her and her children of just a year 
earlier.  Never again did she want 
the police in her home and the 
boys in the middle of a 
domestic dispute.  Last year, 
he was charged with domestic 
violence, harassment as well as 
drug possession and use.  
Alysha’s mom helped kick him 
out, and this time there would 
be no reconciliation.
 Alysha and her boys survived 
that round of trouble only to 
face yet another.  They were in 
their home with the assistance of 
a government subsidy program.  
When their six months expired, 
they would have qualified for a 
different program, because of 
their family situation, but the 
owner of the house did not want 
the difficulty and paperwork of 
a new government program.  So 
they moved to a family 
member’s home.  
 It lasted for three very rocky 
weeks.  The boys are very active 
to begin with, plus they were 
responding to their new 
environment by misbehaving.  
Other family member issues 
compounded the situation.
 A new plan had to be found.  
Alysha said, “I prayed.  I called 
Samaritan Inn.  There were beds 
open.  I was here in mid-July and 
checked in with the kids.  It was 
scary.  The rule sheet really 

intimidated me.  I was afraid to fail the rules.  After 
checking in, it was a lot; it was emotional, a fear of the 
unknown about life and a new atmosphere.  Having 
relationships with other women has never been a strong 
point for me, and there were a lot of them here.  It stems 
from my relationship with my mother.”
 Job and income remained a source of security and 
means of independence for Alysha.  Still, there was the 
burden of paying $900 per month for child care expense.  
What a relief it was to discover Employment Related Day 
Care.  She qualified for the state ERDC program and now 
pays a $170 per month co-payment for child care.  That 

program gives her the ability 
to work and not be stuck in the 
state welfare system.
  Alysha is a Christian.  She had 
gone to church as a child, but as 
she said, “I got away from it.”  She 
now attends our children’s chapel 
with her young, restless boys, so 
that the children will learn and 
not disrupt the adult chapel.  She 
said, “I get a lot out of children’s 
chapel.  It helps break it down for 
me, so I can explain it to them.  
We have a family verse, ‘I can 
do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.’ Philippians 4:13.”  
Five-year-old Hayden quoted 
it with just a little help from his 
mom.  She has rediscovered a 
greater peace and joy in life from 
the Lord than in any empty 
substitute in the world.
  The timing of this family’s 
arrival was just a month before 
our move to the new, larger 
Samaritan Inn.  Alysha expressed, 
“I am really grateful that this 
place is here.  I like the 
atmosphere here.  Everybody 
is a lot less crabby, because we 
are a lot less crammed (than the 
old facility).  It is amazing to see 
so many children here, knowing 
the babies have a safe place to 
sleep and moms have a fighting 
chance.”


